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The Society invites you to our annual fundraiser ñOn the Waters of Lake 

Minnetonka,ò a history of sailing on the lake through word and image, on 

Wednesday, May 8, 2019, at the Old Log Theatre, 5185 Meadville Street, 

Greenwood, MN.  

The presentation will feature a panel of sailing experts including Harold Pond 

Allen, Gordy Bowers, Tom Burton, Willie Crear and historian Scott D. 

McGinnis. A unique Silent Auction will offer beautifully framed historic prints, 

local nautical artwork, and gift certificates from generous local businesses. Meet 

the panelists, mingle with neighbors and friends, enjoy light appetizers and a 

cash bar at the reception following the presentation.  

All proceeds will benefit the Society. For more information contact the Society at 

info@elmhs.org, 952-221-4766, or visit www.elmhs.org. 

The Onawa on Lake Minnetonka, 1893. 

3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅȡ 
5:30- 6:45 pm: Silent Auction, 
Cash Bar 
6:45 pm: Theater doors open for 
presentation 
7:00-8:00 pm: Panel Presentation 
8:00-9:00 pm: Reception, Light 
Appetizers, Cash Bar 
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Order online at  

elmhsfundraiser.eventbrite.com 

mailto:info@elmhs.org
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In the spring of 1940, Grace and Harry Kuechle 
decided to turn their log stable into what is known 
today as the Old Log Theatre in Greenwood. 
Throughout its almost 80 year run, the theatre has seen 
thousands of actors and staff, almost a thousand plays 
and well over a million audience members. 

For the first 20 years, the Old Log operated as a 
summer stock theater. Acting company members of 
the day included Jean LeBouvier, Nancy Hadden, 
Rupert LaBelle, Edgar Meyer, and Maxine Stetson. 
Stetson notably performed at the Old Log for 20 years, 
from its opening in 1940 until 1960. 

Don Stolz, who began his career at the theater as an 
actor in 1941, became an integral part of its history. 
During WWII, Stolz left the theater to serve in the 
Navy. After the war, Stolz returned to the Old Log and 
eventually bought the theater in 1946 for just $1. Stolz 
took on the positions of owner, producer, and director.  
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Postcard image of the Old Log Theatre, 1963. The 

caption reads, "The Most Beautiful Theater in the 

Country." 

Members of the Society are requested to attend this 
yearôs Annual Meeting to learn about the Societyôs 
recent accomplishments and plans for the next 
year. Food and beverages will be provided and 
members are invited to bring a dessert to share.  
 
The Societyôs Nominating Committee will present 
the following slate of nominees for the FY2020 
Board of Directors: Vice President, Tom Williams; 
Secretary, Scott Dake; Directors, Andy Punch and 
Tad Shaw.  
 
Directors who will continue their terms on the 
board are: President, Deanna Bunkelman; 
Treasurer, Cheryl Ahlcrona; Directors, Peter 
Kizilos-Clift, Francesca Landon, Mark Read, Lisa 
Stevens and Emeritus Board Members Jerry Holl 
and Betty Peck.  

Andy Punch is being nominated for a first term on 
the board. Punch, a business analyst for Cargill, 
moved to Excelsior in 2013 with his wife and 
daughters and fell in love with the community. He 
is a member of the 144 year old Excelsior Masonic 
Lodge, the morning Rotary Club and enjoys giving 
back to the community.  
 
Member Jacob Westman has completed his board 
term. Board President Deanna Bunkelman said, 
ñJacob was instrumental in the success of our 
Tapping History program at the Excelsior Brewing 
Company and we look forward to continuing to 
work with him. We wish him the best as he spends 
more time with his growing family.ò  
 
Please contact the Society at info@elmhs.org or 
952-221-4766 for more information. 
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Registration for our summer history camps is now 
open! This is the first time ELMHS has created 
programs specifically for our younger audience and 
we are thrilled to start getting the next generation 
excited about local history (see page 5 for more 
info). 
 
Speaking of the next generation, I am proud to 
introduce four Minnetonka High School students 
who are volunteering with us this year! Bella 
Hueffmeier, Ellen McRae, and Faith Quist are 
writing articles for the ELMHS newsletter and Lake 
Minnetonka Magazine. They currently serve as 
writing coaches at the high school Writing Center. 
See their article about the Old Log Theatre on the 
facing page. Also, Linden Rude, who is interested in 
working as an event planner, has been instrumental 
in helping us prepare for our Annual Fundraiser. 
THANK YOU to all four young ladies for their hard 
work. 
 
If you would like to get involved with all the new 
amazing things happening this year at ELMHS, I 
would love to talk to you. 
 
Rachel Houck 
Executive Director 
Director@elmhs.org 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 

Our museum at 305 Water Street (in the old 
Excelsior Depot next to the Lake Minnetonka LRT 
Regional Trail, and the Excelsior Library) opens for 
the season on Saturday, May 4! Our volunteers have 
been hard at work getting it in ship shape.  
 
This year we are creating a new display that will 
allow members to showcase their own area history. 
Kay Derner, long-time ELMHS member and 
volunteer is up first with her display featuring 
Latham family and Excelsior Fruit Growers 
Association artifacts. Stop in and learn more about 
Kayôs family history! 
 
We also hope youôll help us keep the Museum open 
by signing up to volunteer as a Museum Hostðfor 
one shift or several. Duties include opening and/or 
closing the Museum, greeting visitors, selling books, 
and answering simple questions. No experience is 
necessary and training is provided. Sign up online at 
elmhs.org/museum. Contact us at info@elmhs.org or 
952-221-4766 for more information. 
 

Museum Hours: 
 

Saturdays 
May  4 ï 18 Å 1-4 pm 

May 25 ï August 31 Å 10 am-4 pm 
September 7 ï 28 Å 1-4 pm 

Tuesdays 
May 21 ï September 24 Å 2-5 pm 

#ÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ -ÕÓÅÕÍ (ÏÓÔÓ 

Museum volunteers Carl Floren (left) and Mike Kimitch 
(right) repairing the Excelsior Amusement Park 
Kiddieland Miniature Train signal light at the ELMHS 
museum, 2018. Photo courtesy Cheryl Ahlcrona. 

The whole Stolz familyð wife Joan and all five 
sonsð were actively involved in the business: 
starring in shows, painting sets, working the ticket 
booth, etc. 

In 1960, the current theatre, which seats over 600 
people, was built near the original. As year round 
operation began the Old Log Theatre continued to 
produce contemporary plays but also started 
producing childrenôs shows.  

Then, in 2013, the Old Log was purchased by 
Marissa and Greg Frankenfield, admirers of the rich 
tradition and impact of the theater. The Frankenfield 
family updated the space with state of the art 
lighting and sound systems, and the fine dining 
restaurant Cast & Cru. Today, visitors can still enjoy 
dinner and a show - all while basking in the beauty 
and history of the Old Log Theatre. 
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Join historian Scott D. McGinnis at the top of Oak 
Hill as he leads a tour of historic Oak Hill 
CemeteryðExcelsiorôs burial ground since the 
1850ôs. Scott will highlight the lives and deaths of 
the areaôs settlers and veterans and will answer 
questions about those buried here. [Tour includes 
steep and uneven terrain.] 

aƻƴŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ млΣ тΥлл ǇƳ  
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Architect Harry Wild Jones is perhaps best known 
for his design of the original Minnetonka Yacht 
Clubhouse in 1890 (below). Following this 
commission, several yacht club members hired 
Jones to design their own Deephaven lakeside 
residences. Liz Vandam, author of Harry Wild 
Jones, American Architect, will discuss Jonesô 
career and designs as we cruise past the sites of 
these structures. �(�/�0�+�6���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D��
�F�R�S�\���R�I���9�D�Q�G�D�P�¶�V���E�R�R�N���Z�L�W�K���F�U�X�L�V�H���W�L�F�N�H�W��
�S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���� 
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